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Pastor’s Corner

GREETINGS,

In these closing days of summer and moving into the activities of fall, what are your
plans? Or as one writer asked, “What are you expecting?” Just more of what has been in
previous years at school or work? What about church? I’'m hoping for a sense of
anticipation in the congregation - anticipation for spiritual growth, anticipation for the
receiving of names of pastors who will possibly become the next pastor to serve at St.
Paul’s. As you now give yourself to do some fall planning, “What are you expecting?”

Perhaps the reading from Psalm 119:129-136 for the last Sunday in July might up our
expectations. These selected verses move us into unhindered praise and longing for
God’s Word to awaken us to the wonder and transforming power of God’s Word.
When was the last time you spoke to God with such love and longing?

“Your decrees are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them.” So filled with joy and
love, we give ourselves completely to be reshaped by them.

“The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple.” How
often we say we long for God’s guidance, but do we open ourselves for this wisdom to
unfold and shine within us?

“With open mouth | pant; because | long for your commandments.” What might this
look like as we give ourselves to pursuing God’s ways above all else?

“Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is your custom toward those who love your
name.” This is a longing and seeking of relationship, one-on-one, with God. Without the
grace of knowing God intimately and allowing God into every part of us, our lives are
only a surface existence.

The next two verses are connected. “Keep my steps steady according to your promise
and never let iniquity have dominion over me. Redeem me from human oppression,
that | may keep your precepts.” As much as we try to walk steady, as much as we desire
that sin not overtake us, as much as we desire to be true to God’s ways - without the
transforming work of God’s Word at work in us, how easily we stumble and fall. God
keep us.

“Make your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes.” This is a prayer
for a teachable spirit. So we must ask ourselves if we really desire that shining and
revealing of God in us; or do we simply want God to be ‘tacked on’ to our plans, our
ways? The light of God is a healing light, a cleansing light, a renewing and transforming
light. Are you willing and able to pray this prayer?



“My eyes shed streams of tears because your law is not kept.” We all long for our world to
be better. The nightly news is full of reasons to grieve because people seemingly close
themselves to God’s love, grace, and mercy. Jesus grieved and even wept over Jerusalem.
“How often have | desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under

her wings, and you were not willing!” (Matthew 23:37)

In hearing the words of this psalm, how do we regather in the Fall? What are we expecting?
Does God’s Word carry that import for us? Are we willing to be awakened and drawn into
God’s very presence to be held close and loved with a depth of steadfast love we have not

yet known? May the words of Psalm 119 be a guiding light for us.

Blessings — Pastor Carlene

Joy Circle members The Joy Circle voted to do personal care kits for the
Lutheran World Relief project. Information for each kit is listed below.
Monetary donations for items to be purchased may be directed to
Carol Halverson. Please follow directions exactly as printed below.
Kits need to be completed by September 20%™. If you have any
guestions please call Carol Halverson at 874-2657.

Each personal care kit is to contain the following items:

One light weight bath towel, dark color, sized 20x40 or 27x52

Two bath size bars of soap, any brand in original wrapping

One adult toothbrush

One wide tooth comb

One metal nail clippers(attached file optional

Six Band-aids % to % inch

Wrap items in the towel and tie securely with ribbons or yarn.

Please pray for
our students,
teachers and

parents as they

start a new
school year. Also,

pray for our
college students

as they begin a

new chapter in

life.

blink of an eye.

The Community Book Club will meet August 14,
2026 at St. Paul's Lutheran Church at

10:00. Karlys Wells will lead the

discussion. You are welcome to join in the

I
discussion of this book. great year!

Suhciatj School
BLINK by Malcolm Gladwell is a book about i T
how we think without thinking, about choices w I_L} \_(
that seem to be made in an instant - in the > A"

We are looking for Sunday School teachers for the
2026-2027 year. If you willing to teach, please reach
out to Christina Magedanz, Casey Severson, Jessica
Sturm or Lacey DeGraw. We are looking forward to a

September 13"/




Items Needed for ICAP-
Ketchup

Mayo

Salt

canned tuna/chicken
breakfast cereal

Paper towels

napkins

disinfectant wipes

a couple bigger school bags

PA System for August
Steve Harford
Communion Deacon for August
August 2 Gary DeJong
August 23 Kay Giesel

Lay Readers for August
August 2 Debbie Best
August 9 Jane Evenson
August 16 Bonnie Budahl
August 23 Tammy Ruhd
August 30 Debbie Best
Video for August

Marlin Bauman

Ushers for August

August 2 Dennis & Jane Evenson
August 9 Monica Lemme & Eloise
Redlin

August 16 Lonnie & Bonnie Budahl
August 23 Ryan & Stuart Almos
August 30 Kay Giesel

Greeter for August

August 2 Kay Giesel

August 9 Karna Lindner

August 16 Deb Huber

August 23 Kay Giesel

August 30 Marilyn Van Liere

We had an AMAZING time at Bible School! We listened to stories,
made crafts, played games, and sang songs. We owe a huge thank
you to the people who volunteered their time and talents. We
wouldn’t be able to do this for the kids without you. Another thank
you to everyone who donated supplies. We hope to see everyone
again next year!




